IEP Goals & Objectives

Goals are measurable statements which describe what a student can reasonably be expected to accomplish within a twelve month period of time. Remember, goals address student  needs, as documented in the evaluation report and the Present Levels of Academic Achievement and Functional Performance (PLAAFP) on the IEP.  In any IEP, it should always be easy to identify the student’s needs, the present levels in the areas of need and the goals and objectives addressing the needs.  In other words, the IEP must have “internal consistency”.
Goal Components
	Direction of Change

	Skill or Behavior 
	Present Performance 
	Expected Level of Achievement


	The student will 
*increase 
*decrease 
*maintain
	academic skill 

behavior

	from

	to


	EXAMPLES:

	
	
	

	In support of  NYSAA Standards, the student will increase

	the accurate use of writing conventions

	from writing phrases without punctuation

	to writing technically accurate paragraphs.


	The student will decrease

	interrupting behavior

	from 5 times per hour

	to one time per day.


	The student will increase

	attention span using strategies for concentration

	from five minutes during high interest activities

	to 15 minutes during non-preferred activities.



	*** To use as a MONTHLY GOAL for Home Instruction - simply adjust the quantity/frequency of the skill/behavior, add the name of the ASSESSMENT used to collect the assessment data and the TIME FRAME that is being dedicated to the accomplishment of the goal. In many cases the Assessment can be the “daily teacher observations”. While the time frame can be as simple as “for the month of X, Year”.


Objectives are intermediate steps leading to the attainment of the goal. There must be at least two objectives per goal. Objectives are SMART: specific (identify the student and skill), measurable (can observe, count, graph, chart), attainable (useful), relevant (based on learner needs), and time bound (can be accomplished within a year).  Objectives can pass the Stranger Test (could be implemented by someone unfamiliar with the student).
Objective Components  
	Conditions/Context

	Skill or Behavior 

	Evaluation Criteria and Procedures


	Circumstances under which behavior is to be performed *environment 
*specialized instruction *materials/equipment

	*observable 
*measurable 
*verifiable

	Expected level of performance
*method 
*instrument 
*course of action


	EXAMPLES:

	
	

	When in a group setting with peers

	the student will verbally participate in conversation

	in 9 out of 10 opportunities, as measured by a daily chart.


	After reading a story of his own choosing at his instructional level,

	the student will give an oral book report including the main characters, the sequence of events, and his opinion of the book

	on three consecutive opportunities, as measured by a teacher checklist.


	Given 15 3-digit addition problems & no calculator,

	the student will compute the answer

	with no more than 3 errors, in 2 out of 3 trials.



SAMPLE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
READING:
	GOAL: 3.I.A. In support of the NYSAA, the student will apply word recognition strategies to decode unfamiliar multi-syllabic words and will text with accuracy and fluency from below grade level to at grade level expectations.

	Objective 1: Given a narrative or expository text at his level, X will read 100 words per minute with 3 or fewer errors as measured by weekly fluency checks.

	Objective 2: Given a reading passage at his level, X will read aloud with appropriate pacing, intonation, inflection and expression as well as accuracy as measured by teacher observations and running records. 


	GOAL: 7.I.C. In support of the NYSAA Standards, the student will understand the meaning of texts, using a variety of strategies, and will demonstrate literal, interpretive, inferential and evaluative comprehension from 70% to 80% accuracy.

	Objective 1: After reading a passage at his instructional level, X will make inferences and draw conclusions based on explicit and implied information from texts with 80% accuracy as measured by weekly assessments and student work samples.

	Objective 2: After reading a passage at his instructional level, X will use knowledge of narrative and expository text structures and subject specific texts to summarize content with 80% accuracy as measured by teacher observations and student work samples.


	GOAL: 9-12.I.B. In support of the NYSAA Standards, the student will apply a variety of strategies to expand vocabulary from requiring explicit instruction to independently utilizing techniques 85% of the time.

	Objective 1: X will increase his vocabulary by determining the meaning of unknown words using knowledge of common Greek and Latin roots, suffixes and prefixes with 80% accuracy as measured by work samples and staff observation.

	Objective 2: When presented with an unfamiliar word, X will determine the meaning by using context clues or reference materials with 80% accuracy as measured by teacher observation.



 MATH:
	GOAL: 1.1. In support of the NYSAA Standards in Mathematics, the student will improve number and operation skills by being able to count, compare and represent whole numbers up to 120 from needing teacher assistance to independently performing 70% of the time.

	Objective 1: Student will be able to count, with and without objects, forward and backward from any given number up to 120 with 70% accuracy as measured by teacher observation and student work samples. (1.1.1.3)

	Objective 2: Student will use words to describe the relative size of numbers (equal to, not equal to, more than, less than…) with 70% accuracy as measured by teacher observation and student work samples. (1.1.1.6)


	GOAL: 6.2 In support of the NYSAA Standards in Mathematics, the student will understand and interpret equations and inequalities involving variables and positive rational numbers from having minimal understanding to being able to solve real-world situations using equations and inequalities with 75% accuracy.

	Objective 1: Given 10 mathematical problems, the student will use equations and inequalities involving variables and positive rational numbers to solve problems with 75% accuracy as measured by curriculum based assessments. (6.2.3.1)

	Objective 2:  Given a mathematical equation involving variables, the student will be able to interpret the solution and explain the math sentence in real world terms with 75% accuracy as measured by teacher observation and grade reports. (6.2.3.2)


SOCIAL SKILLS:
	GOAL: 2.III.A In support of the NYSAA Speaking and Listening standards, the student will demonstrate understanding and communicate effectively through listening and speaking from a level of needing staff redirection 5 times per class period to needing staff redirection 1 time period class period.

	Objective 1:  The student will participate in and follow agreed-upon rules for conversation and formal discussion in large and small groups with 80% accuracy as measured by teacher observation and daily point sheet.

	Objective 2: The student will follow two or three-step oral directions and/or visual prompts with 80% accuracy as measured by teacher observation and daily point sheet.

	Objective 3:  The student will explain and clarify needs, feeling and ideas to peers and adults in complete sentences in 4 out of 5 opportunities as measured by teacher observation and data sheet.


ORGANIZATION:
	GOAL: 8.I.C. In support of the NYSAA Standards, the student will improve organizational skills by creating outlines, logical notes, and summaries of text in various content areas from requiring staff assistance to complete structural organizers to be able to complete them independently with 80% accuracy.

	Objective 1: The student will complete logical notes and/or graphic organizers relating to text in various content areas with 80% accuracy as measured by teacher observation and student work samples.

	Objective 2: The student will use texts’ structural organizers, (graphics, illustrations, references, notes, introductions, boldface type and subheadings) to aid comprehension with 80% accuracy as measured by teacher observation and student work samples.


SOCIAL/EMOTIONAL/BEHAVIORAL:

	GOAL:   In support of the NYSAA Standards grades 8-12, the student will 
                  comply with student responsibilities and expectations of the school environment and 

                  of authority figures from a current level of one office referral per week to one office

                  referral or less every 6 weeks.

	Objective 1:  The student will arrive to class on time with all required materials and with work
                        completed 80% of the time, as measured by a daily point sheet and/or teacher records.

	Objective 2:  Given a classroom assignment, the student will complete the required tasks during
                        the class time designated for work completion or will return the next class period with

                        homework completed 80% of the time as by teacher’s records and/or daily point sheets. 

	Objective 3:  When given a direction by a teacher or principal, the student will follow the direction

                         without debate (statements that challenge authority) or without shutting down     

                         (behavior that becomes passive aggressive) 80% of the time, as measured by 

                         teacher observations and /or daily point sheets.                                                                                                     

	Objective 4:  When in a situation of conflict or disagreement, students will recognize and 
                         articulate personal feelings of frustration and adversarial reactions and will 

                         positively communicate his/her needs by advocating for him/herself 80% of the time,

                         as measured by the teacher observations. 


TRANSITION:

	GOAL:   In support of the NYSAA Standards grades 9-12 in reading comprehension and 

                  writing research, the student will increase transition skills from having no post-secondary

                  plan to having conducted career exploration and formulated three possible secondary

                  plans by (date).

	Objective 1:  The student will conduct career research into areas of interest via 

                       Career Zone resources and/or on-line websites and will keep a log of 

                        information to include a description of the type of work, training needed, opportunity

                        for advancement, job outlook and earnings to be reviewed by the special education

                        teacher.

	Objective 2:  Given the Family Connections/Naviance program, the student will
                        complete the personality, learning style and interest inventory programs as measured
                        by teacher and student records. 

	Objective 3:  The student will apply for Vocational Rehabilitation Services by (date) as evidenced

                        by copies of the application and IEP manager records.                                                                                                     

	Objective 4:  The student will identify and record accommodations/she needs in a post secondary 

                        program (i.e. preferential seating for vision/hearing, note taker) and report to the IEP

                        manager for review. 


TRANSITION:

	GOAL:   In support of the NYSAA Standards grades 9-12 in reading, writing, 

                  speaking./listening the student will demonstrate the necessary job skills to obtain 

                  competitive employment by (date), moving from a level supervised by 

                  teacher/management to independent entry level skills, as observed by the

                  special education teacher or job manager.

	Objective 1:  Given an opportunity to work at different food stations, the student will demonstrate
                        90% competency with safe knife skills, accurate bussing skills, and safe operation
                        and maintenance of the following: meat slicer, pizza oven, grill, fryer, soda 
                        machines, and dish washer, as evidenced by instructor observation and check sheets.
                        (Reading Comprehension and Writing Research)

	Objective 2:  By (date), the student will demonstrate the money skills needed to operate a cash 

                        register and will make 90% accurate cash transactions with customers, as measured

                        by instructor observation and check sheets.  (Number Sense, Computation and 

                        Operation) 

	Objective 3:  When the student has completed one task, s/he will initiate another task 90% of the
                        time as measured by teacher observation.  (Speaking/listening)                                                                                                     


