Co-Teaching Evidence
Co-Teachers:  










Grade:


Content Area:


	Look For:
	Evidence: (Seen, Heard, and/or Reviewed)

	Positive Classroom Environment

· Students are in flexible, heterogeneous groups

· All adults respond respectfully to each other and to students

· Students are given opportunities to make personal connections to their learning

· Teachers use a variety of strategies to keep students actively engaged in a lesson

	

	Collaborative Planning

· There is evidence of preplanning that addresses the curriculum

· Cooperative learning activities are used within a lesson (with preplanned grouping consideration)

· Class time is used effectively

	

	Evidence of Parity

· Both adults are actively engaged in the instructional process

· Both teachers share responsibilities for classroom management (implement behavioral supports when appropriate)
· Both teachers respond to student requests for assistance
· Both teachers are involved in checking for learning
· Both teachers provide feedback to students

· Students ask both teachers for assistance

· Names of both teachers are displayed in the classroom/on the door

· It is difficult to tell the special educator from the general educator

· It is difficult to tell the special education students from the general education students
· Paraprofessionals are included as responsible contributors to the entire class
	


	Instructional Best Practices

· Teachers differentiate for variety of learners’ needs through content, process, product , affect and/or environment

· Teachers use a variety of active student strategies designed to reach and engage all learners for instruction (UDL)

· Teachers group and re‐group students for instruction on the basis of learner styles, abilities, interests, and instructional focus, not on the basis of ability alone

· Cooperative learning activities are used within a lesson (with preplanned grouping consideration)
· Teachers use structured peer support strategies in classes for enhancing social, behavioral, and academic performance

· Learning strategies to help students overcome academic challenges are explicitly taught
	


	Strategic use of co-teaching approaches
Teachers: Teachers use a variety of co-teaching approaches appropriate to the content and needs for differentiation.

	1 teach, one assist_____

Evidence:

1 Teach 1 Assist—one teacher is responsible for teaching. One teacher circulates throughout the classroom monitoring progress and providing assistance to students as needed. Both teachers share roles and responsibilities for working with students over time in such a way that the distinction between generalist and specialist is not obvious. 

Look for assisting teacher to be providing ongoing monitoring of student performance (through IEP goals, asking clarifying questions, benchmarks or chapter tests, informal assessment) throughout the lesson. This approach should be used routinely in conjunction with other approaches.
	Station Teaching____

Evidence: 

Station Teaching—teachers divide content and students. Each teacher then teaches the content to one group and subsequently repeats the instruction for the other group. If appropriate, a third “station” could give students an opportunity to work independently in a small group, but all students receive instruction from both teachers. 

Look for a heterogeneous classroom with flexible grouping. Lessons should incorporate student participation through discussion and activities. This approach may be used frequently if each station’s content can be taught independently from the other and the sequence of the instruction presented is inconsequential.
	Alternative Approach____

Evidence:
Parallel Teaching—the teachers are both teaching the same information, but they divide the class group and do so simultaneously. This approach allows for increased supervision as well as increasing the opportunities for students to respond to teacher led instruction. This approach can be used frequently if noise level is not distracting and both teachers pace instruction accordingly. 

Look for the same content with IEP accommodations, modifications, and specialized instruction varied according to the needs of the group. Teachers should offer equivalent instruction to students and ensure participation of all.
	Parallel Teaching____

   Evidence:
Alternative Teaching—one teacher takes responsibility for the large group while the other works with a smaller group for a specific instructional purpose. This approach should be used sparingly to avoid the perception of a special needs pullout within the classroom for a select group of students. 

Look for collaborative planning by general and special education teachers and small-group sessions where enrichment, remediation for acceleration, assessment, or pre-teaching where teachers alternate responsibilities between the groups is varied.
	   Team Teaching ____

Evidence:

Team Teaching—both teachers share the delivery and have equally active roles in leading the class. Both teachers are actively engaged in the delivery of core instruction. This approach may be used frequently as appropriate, with the caveat that it does not eliminate the practice of flexible grouping. 

Look for general and special educators sharing instructional, and assessment responsibilities equitably and teaching collaboratively. The classroom should have a wide variety of instructional materials available to meet the identified needs of the students.

	
	
	
	
	



