
LITERACY II\ CHEMISTRY
The four most common writing prompts for the New York State Chemistry Regents ue (explain) why, how
(is/should/does), describe, and explain.It is important that teachers and studenfs construct questions using these
prompts and understand what is expected in the written answer for the different prompts. Use the
CIIEMISTRY WRITING PROMPTS template have students construct qu".tionr based on specific
chemistry topics. Examples of Chemistry Regents questions using these prompts have been grouped together in
the CHEMISTRY WRITING PROMPTS ... handout. In addition, the prompts are defined - and teachers
and students should brainstorm to expand the definitions so that they are certain as to exactly what information
would be required to completely address that question.

The Chemistry Regents uses italics to identify the "limiting factor" used in multiple choice questions. The four
most common limiting factors on a Chemistry Regents ate not, decrease(s), Iowestflower/least and smallest.
The CHEMISTRY CONCEPT WINDOW template is used to get students to write questions about a specific
chemistry concept (such as electronegativity) using all four limiting factors. The CIIEMISTRY CONCEPT
WINDOW handout contains examples taken from Regents Chemistry examinations.

A very common writing prompt on the Chemistry Regents is to "explain in terms of ---, why ---" . Using the
EXPLAIN IN TERMS OF -, WHY - template, students should learn to idintify processes, concepts, or
objects from specific chemistry units, then write facts about them, so they can explain why they are
correct/true/observed. Specific examples of these types of Regents Chemistry qu-stions aie given on the
EXPLAIN IN TERMS-OF _, WHy _ handout.

Upon the completion of a chemistry unit it is helpful to have students identify the key concepts, principles, and
processes (within thq unit). using the wHAT's TIIE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ... template, sttidents
should then pair worlds together such as "shell" and "bonding" so they can describe/explain thi relationship
between the words. Once students have covered several units, they can then make connections between key
concepts, principles, and processes of different units using the WHAT'S TIIE CONNECTION BETTtrEEN
TEMPLATE...

There are approxi 
^?t:ly,-?|different 

structural formulas of hydrocarbons used on the Chemistry Regents, The
STRUCTURAL FORMULAS OF ORGANIC COMPOLINDS template allows students to analyze the
structure and then wlite lbout the compounds in relationship between their naming, classification, isomers, and
modification. The 32 MOST RECOGNIZE,D HYDROCARBON handout has the structural formulas of the
hydrocarbons in size order - 1-5 carbons (as you go down the columns).

Gary Carlin
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32 NIUST RECOGT{IZE HYDROCARBO S
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