Beginning Our Inquiry Team Work
In order to effectively begin Inquiry Team work it is critical that interdisciplinary teams have a common issue that is appropriate for all content areas. The table below lists examples of possible “interdisciplinary/common issues” your team may want to consider when beginning your initial inquiry cycle. 
Once your team has agreed upon a common issue, the next step is to consider what target population you may want to work with. Please note that the examples in the table below, can be a single selection such as “Special Ed students” or it can be a combination of targets such as “9th Grade Special Ed students in the school’s Lowest Third”.
	“INTERDISCIPLINARY/COMMON ISSUES”
Students struggle with …
	TARGET POPULATION (1 or +1)

	· Completing Complex Task/Performance

· Supporting Ideas with Writing

· Presenting Complex Ideas in Writing

· Applying Information to New Situations

· Using sophisticated academic(domain specific) language in oral/written responses
· Offering Multiple Perspectives/Solutions to Open-Ended Problems

· Generating Authentic Questions

· Applying Specific Problem Solving Strategies

· Gathering , Organizing, Analyzing Information/Data
	· 9-12

· Grade Specific

· English Language Learners (ELLs)

· Special Education Students (SPEDs)
· Special Ed ELL students
· Lowest Third Citywide

· Lowest Third School

· Black and/or Hispanic Males

· Program: ie. CTE
· Level (ie. 1, 2, 3, 4)
· Previous High Stakes Assessments Range



	Inquiry Team Name
	

	Inquiry Team Members
	

	Common Issue
	

	Target Population
	


Confirming Your Inquiry Team’s Belief
In our initial Inquiry Team meeting, your team selected a “Common Issue” and a target population. Please write them in the appropriate spaces in the Inquiry Team Brainstorming Question below.

Inquiry Team Brainstorming Question

Why do you believe that  __________________________________________________________________ (Common Issue) is a problem for ______________________________________________________________________ (target population)?
	Brainstorming Notes (Reaons):




Ranking Your Top 3 Reasons

	Reason
	Rational for Ranking (why)?

	1.


	

	2.


	

	3.


	


What AVAILABLE Data Sources Could You Use to Confirm your Belief and Reasons? Be Specific.
	Data Source
	How the Data Source can be Used to Support your Belief

	Regents Exams
	

	Predictive Assessments
	

	Common Assessments
	

	Baseline Assessments
	

	PSAT Analysis
	

	Writing Samples
	

	Midterm/Final Exam 
	

	Projects/Performance Tasks
	

	Classroom Lesson/Activity Data
	

	Self-Guided Activities
	

	Individual Checks
	

	Other

	


